i4            TURKEY AT THE STRAITS
the nations to reach Constantinople, upon complying with
Turkish formalities at Gallipoli and in port. So in the very
first capitulation, that of 1535, we read: "Any ship of the
subjects of the king . . . shall be allowed to go where it
pleases; and, coming to Constantinople, when it is ready to
leave, having taken and paid the hendjet (cost of making
out the papers) and the emine (export tax) and having
been searched and visited by the enm, is not to be visited
in any place, except it be at the castle of the Strait of
Gallipoli, without paying more there, or anywhere else,
for the right to leave." But the Bosphorus remained closed.
At first reading, the text of some capitulations is not clear
on this point. The grants of freedom of trade are made in
general terms and the Black Sea is not specifically excepted.
But the presumption was that it was not included.
An exception was apparently made of Venice for a
while, until the Turks were in a position to deal with the
first maritime power of the age. Thus (to quote the sum-
mary by Young), "by special clauses in the treaties of
1454 and 1479 and by the Capitulations of 1482 and 1513,
the Turks granted the Venetians the privilege of trading
in the Black Sea, prior to the creation of an Ottoman
marine. But this regime always had a provisional character,
and with the decline of Venetian shipping and the develop-
ment of that of the Ottoman Empire, it was replaced by an
absolute closure of the Euxine to foreign ships."8
COMMERCIAL HISTORY UNDER THE TURK
The commercial history of the Black Sea for the next
century is quite obscure. Somehow or other adventurous
3 Young, Corps de Droit Ottoman, Vol. HI, p. 66, note.